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Some familiar and very obnoXious every day nhoises
which are ruining the nerves of New Yofkets.

NOISES AND NERVES. |

How the New Ant-Noise oociety

Proposes to otop the Din

and
New

Racket

_ of
Tork,

which Injuores the hearing, the ner-
vous system and the braln. We do
nat permit one man to beat another with n
stick, th throw injurlous sobstances Into
1% pyes, to poison him or otherwise to mal-
treat him, bot hithérto every man has had
fal} liberty to 'assault hils fellow creatures
throngh the medinm of their enrs and
thoereby todo them grievons bodlly harm.
Dut 'a public movement agalnst unneces-
EAry nofses In this city has begun, An ordl-
sibpe pgainsg one most baneful nolse has
been: dlseoversd and a . pestiferous nofse-
maker heavily fined.

'Edward Rellly, of No. 327 Mangio street,
Is ostensibly a truck driver, but his real
nlm In life hos been to make a nolse. Last
Thuprsility be was joyfully enthroned on a
trnek loaded with street car ralls. As he
rattled through West Third street e made
the nost nerve-wreeking dio it Is possible
to coneelve. Polleeman Bambrick atopped
“him sl told him to go back and have: the
ralls wrapped up, as the city ordinance di-

E-XCE&RSIV.E nolée Is 2 form of violance
|

rected.

Mr. Rellly was amused at the ldea thet
he shoold bhave auy regaprd for the nerves
of others. ‘““Wont you lend me & few com-

 fortérs?' he sald jocularly to Pollceman

Bambrick,

Whereupon the great nnd good Bambrick
took him to the Mercer street polles stn-
tlon. In the morning Maglstrate Mott fined
Reilly 825, the maximum penalty.

A pesult of the same state of public feel-
Ing is the actlon brought agninst the Eal-
vaflon Arny on account of the nolses
made at the bendgquarters In Fourteenth
street.

The leader and founder of the movement
figainst ungecessary nolse !s Pr, John H.
Glrdngr, of No. 81 West Forty-fifth street.
He opened the fight with a magazine artl-
cle lust SBeptember. .

“l am now convinced,” sald Dr. Girdner
the other day, “that there Is a great publia
sentiment agalnst the evil of unnecessary
nolse. When I wrote the artlela I had loog
thought about It myself, but I wds sur-
prised fo find snch & hearty agreement
with my remarka.

“For nearly slx months I have been re-
celving letters from people, telllng me how
they hnve suffered from nolse, npnd thank-
ing me for calllng general attentlon to the
pinguoe.

*‘Most of these people nre willing to joln
& sotiéty for the suppresslon of molse. I
bave written to them, telling them that 1
bave kept thelr names and that If soch a

‘soclety Is formed they shall be lnformed.

*“I kave not bad tlme to do anything
toward forming a soclety, but It should be
formed, and T belleve 1t will come. When
the thing !s done it should be done prop-

‘erly, so that a useful publle movement

may not be lost. The society should have

4 charter and responsibllities conferred |

spon it by tho Legislntore., Its organiza-
tlort shodld be modelled samewhat tipon
that of the Gerry Soclety. The Socletyj for
the Preventlon of Nolse would be a proper
title.

“Maglstrate Mott's actlon ls oo doubt an
indleation of droused publle feellng."

Dr. Glrdner's article In the North Amerl-
can Review gald:

“The deleterjous effect of the constant
shook or concnsslon of unpleasant and non-

usicn! sounds on the additory spparatus

fdemonstrated beyond - guestion by the

Auet that nearly nll bollermaokers, nceord-

Ing to the highest authorities oo (iseases
af the ear, wre hard of hearing.” There is
. well-recognized conditlon of congfestion,
amounting sometlmes to inflammation, in
the Internal ear, which otologlsta class
apder the geperal nnme of bollermakers' |

digense, but this | liable to ocour, niso, and
does occur, In all classes of persons who
are exposed, as the Inhabltants of the me-
tropoils of New York are, to the continual
rattle, rogr and screams which assanlt
thelr enr drums at pearly all hours of the
day and night.

“It Is, of course, Impossible to state what
part nofse In New York Clty plays In the
death rate and the slck list, but every phy-
slelan knows It must be conslderable. How
often the physiclan in his dally rounds finds
1t mecessary to preseribe “perfect gqulet"
in order that the fllckering spark of life
remaining In the patlent msay be brought
back to a healthy flame. Yet In nilne cases
out of ten that perfect qulet he deems mo
Important ecannof be had, owing to the
noleed from the street. Especially ls this
troe In warm weather when windows must
be kept open.

“The best way to study the city nolses, It
gcems to me, Is to divide them loto groups:

“1. Noises produced by horses and
wheeled vehleles,

42, Nolses produced by stircet pedlers,
beggers, street musicians, ete.

“3. Nolses prodoced by bells, whistles,
clocks, ete.

“4. Nolses produced by anlmals other
than horses, as cats, birds, etc,

5. All nolses which come from the Inside
of our houses, as persons learning to play
musien! lnstruments, tralning the'%olce, ete.

9. Explogives,

“The filrst group—that |z, nolses produced
by horses and wheeled vehleles—Includes
street cars, steam cars, elevated cars and
all kindsg of carrliages, whether used for
buslness or pleasure. These are Iargely
necessary nolses, but much can be done to
lessen thelr apnoying effect. Asphailt pave-
ment on all gtreets Is the one thing needed
aboye all others. It ls practically a nolse-
lesag pavement, or should be, eo far as the
carrlage Itzelf Is concerned; only the clat-
ter of the horses' feet Is heard, and that
must be put down as unavoidable pntil we
get horseless carriages. Asphalt pavement
in New York ls, however, far from being
nolseless. The old, loose cast-lron manhole
cover, which appears at freguent intervals
fn the otherwize nofseless psphalted street,
sends forth a sadden and enr-splitting
sound every time a wheel passes over it

know of no single nolse that is &o anhoy-
ing, especlally to the slck, as this one,
This nolge ts wholly unnecessary and there
{s no excuse for lts continpance. Manhole
covers, which ere themselves smoothly
asphalted and properly fitted ¢to thelr
frames, maka 8 contlouously smooth pave-
ment, and are nolseless, These ghould tnke
the place of the milserable old rattle-traps
pow used. This is, of course, the business
of the Publle Works PDepartment,

“The cartman who drives through a
street with the body of the cart banglng
tha shafts at every stride of the horse
ought to be stopped by the police and made
to fasten the body firmiy to the frame,

“A few pleces of old burlap placed be-
tween the iron ralls when a load of that
materlal ls to be drawn through the streets
would prevent one of the most brain-
brnising assanlts we suffer from.

**Tha cond group produced by
street pedlers, beggars, street music'ans,
ete.—are entirely uonecessary. These
noisemakers should be treated as publle
auisances,

“The third group, accordlng’ to our ar-
rangement, Includeés nolses produced by
bells, whistleés, clocks, ete. Thesé are
nearly all unnecessary. Chusch-bells and
clocks wers useful ot & time when congre-
gatlons were scattered and clocks dond

- ’ | i

Silver Nell, the

watches were rare, But none of the con-
ditfons exlsts In New York.

“"Every cltizen shonld be reguired to pro-
vide a box where his mall could be de-
posited ang the shrill, ear-splitting, useéless
postman’s whistle ghould be ebolished.

““Nolses produced by animals, such as
cats, birds, dogs, ete,, which constitute our
fourth group, are nnnecessary. An ondl-
nance rvequiring all persons who wish to
keap 4 cat to take out a license and keep
snld cat in the House, and all other eats
t9 bo removed to the pouttd, is all that
would be necessary,

“Nolseg from the Inside of our houses
comprise the fifth group. If the music
teuchers could be lnduced to take thelr
puplls Into the country to traln thelr volces
and teach them Instrumentation, life for
nany would be all the sweeter. The well-
to-do folks set & bod example, At a fash-
fonabie reception my Iady's drawlng ropm
becomes a pandemonium of shouting,
screeching women, each dolng her best to
mnke herself uonderstood.

““The -glxth and last of the groups ls ex-
plosives. Let us be thankful that this
torture is confined mostly to one day In the
year, the Fourth of July. The day follow-
Ing our lust natlonnl hollday I calied on A
patlent, a weak, emaclated, exhausted
woman, who had for days been hovering
between life and death. She was piuch
worse thun the day before, nnd I wish the
Clty PFathers could bave gnzed upon her
pale, weary, drawn face and heard the pa-
thetle volce as she sgnid: ‘I could mot get
n minute's rest yesterday nor last night,
owlng to the nofse in the street; every ex-
plosion seemed fo De tearing the merves
from my body.” And thls wua ounly one

Instance out of thousands. These Fourth
of July nolses In the clty are not only un.
necessary, but mre a gross outrage, 1If
Young Amerlen must cclebrate thils dny
with explosives, make hlm get out of the
city to do It

SILVER NELL
THE TRAMP.

She Is a Professional
Gambler, but Takes
to the Road When

Fortune Frowns.

Stiver Nell Is a female tramp and gambler
who 1s respected by everybody that kuows

her. She hos just reached Botte, Mont.,
from New York City, having beanten her
way o tralus or walked the entire dls-
tance,  Silver Nell has n rveal past, hnt it

is of thot sort which interests rather than
aftracie, A gambler's: dnughter, she seces
no reason why gambling §s not a thoroughly
respectable profession. She follows it eon-
stantly. When she hns money, she spends
It Hke o prineess. YWhen her purse is empty

slie llves ns best she cnn untll the wheel | vaping his fest.

of Tortune turns her way.

She has visited Butte for the purpose of
opering o gambling establishment,
elalms that she ¢nn there ritlse the money
necessary to carry out her undertalking, It
14 her passion for gambling thiat gave her
the name of Silver Nell, for she Invarlably
uses silver dollars Instead. of poker chips
when playing peker. If she ever had any
pame like other peoaple, It has been forgot-
ten, and no one lves who can eall her by
ft. Most of her time for the last ten or
fifteen years has been spent In the West,
but she hnas visited the Eunst on several oer
caslons and there !8 not & member of the
gperting fraternity who does not Enow or
has not heard of her.

Contrary to all precedents, Sliver Nell,

well-filled purse. and always attracting
the attention of the sportlng fraternity and
at the same time ecommanding s respeet.
She gpent over six yearg 1n the pursult of
poker pames west of the Misslz=ippl, and
then dreifted eas{wird, Ooally tprolng: up
In New York City, after vigshting many
eaglern towns, In many of which she fought
tie battlé of ehance at the green table,

NO SANDALS.

Fhe ‘British Museum Puts Out a Dress
Reformer with Classical
Tastes,

The British Museum has Just turned out
of {ts llbrary a reader who caiie into Iis
golemn precloets wearlng sandals.

The man had a tieket such ds everybody
must gbtsln In order to use this library,
aund it wasonot poticed until after he had
entered that he was shod in a peculinrly
uneonventlonnl manner. He wore sandnls
of a classleal pattern, conslstlng of a flat
sole bound to the feot with leither thongs.
Hiz modern aud inartlstle Britlsh feet were
fully exposed to the publle view,

He was n respectable and educated per-
son. The officinls of the librnry took coun-
gol together, nud luformed him politely
thnt e wonld have to leave, and would he
ndfitted oily 1o leather shees completely

anil |

The sandals they econsld-

lered n menace to publle order In the libra-

ry; The readers, who are supposed to be
| engpged execluslvely In resenreh and i
:ornr}- work, wonrld neglect their solemn
| tasks I order to gambol nhout the man In
stindlals,  After a spirited protest he leff.

Hearlng of this' incldent, Mr. Edward
Carpenter, a scholar and a gontleman, has
anpounced His Intentlon of proceeding to
the library wenring sandals, He Invites all
eclitizens who cure for personsl lberty to
accompany him, shod Uke himself, or at
llv-.n.st otherwise than in the ordinary man-
net, He does net know why any man
shonld not make use of the British Musenm
and 1ts lbrary wearing the chlamys, the
" ohiton, or the toga.

Y

Raillway Tramp.

elthough twenty-elght years old by her own
confession, retalns more good looks than
fall to the ordinary young wotnan of
twenty. Her complexlon 18 clear, her face
oval, her feantnres of rather a Greclan
east, and her black eyes spoarkle beneath
heavy brows. She says her parents were
French, but just the trare of a brogos that
Is notlceables 'In lLer speech Impresses one
with the opinion that her ancestors: first
saw llght on Trish edll,

Sliver Nell bagan her career as a gamblep
In Ielenn, Mont.,, ten years ago. Her
father, whose only asme known to the
communlty wis Faro Pete, had opened n
gambilng honse, and the glrl wans lnstalled
as “‘lookout” for the roulette nnd dlee
tnbles. The business of Faro’ Pete flonr-
lahed. and the old man's pockets bulged
with bank vells. In the meantime the
dnugliter worked faithfully at her post, ani
lent to the estahlishment the nttraction of
her presepee, Durlng *off wateh” honrs
Nell wis nlways in readiness to take a
sent ot the poker table.

When the gambling establlshment had
heen In operation about o year nnd a half
the old gambler, Fare I'ete, dled from an
injury recelved while on a proteacted spree,
and the place was closed, The girl, who
was then {wenty or twenty-five years of
age, taking the few thousand dollars left
by her fatherr left Helean for parts un-
known. A few ‘months later she turned up
g the proprictor of & gambling house,in
San Franeisco. The novelty of a woman
proprietor drew a large patronage, and
moneys lterally flowed Into the giri's hands
for a few months. But the pollce Inter-
fored at lgst. and Sllver Nell was com-
pelied to seek nnother fleld,

With a roll sald to amount to $10,000 ghe
renched Denver, and remained there & fow
weeks, oceaglonally sittlng In a gome of
woker. In this way she lost several thou-
sand dollars, and conciuded to try her luck
elgewhere. Bhe trovelled from  town to
town through every Western State, always
ready for a game of poker. alwars with a

f A \

BEAT A TRAIN
ON HER BIKE.

A Cuftured Boston Maid's
Mad Midnoht Race
Against an Ex-
Oress.

A midnight race between n young lody
eyellst In full evening costume and an ex-
progs traln s the latest bleyele sengatlon.
Adi to this that the young lady was beau-
t'ful and that the race was made over o

moonllt half mile of level highway nnd
you have a spectacle that Is certainly
unlque,

All &t. Augustine s talklng about Ir.
No such escnpade was ever heard of be-
fare!

It was for m wager, ond the young lady
won., This Is how it sl happened:

Miss Ella Hammond, of Doston, was oue
of a party that went to Florlda last Fall
to éscipe the Northern Winter. EBhe ls an
entuslastie eyellst and took her wheel with
lier,

I'he other young ladles of the party did
likewise, and there was promise of much
enjoyment for the girls along the flowery
pnths of worm Bt. Augustine. §

Miss Hammond's father |s a banker of
Roston, and in soclety’s most excluslive
set she I8 well known., It dld not take
long for her to become g leader In the
gocinl eatertainments of 8t Auvgustine,
But she craved something more exclting.
The dally spin along the highways became
tame to her, so she Inaugurnted o serles of
weekly races with the girls. But this also
grew tlresome.

Then she strock wpon an ldea of purting
wheel to o novel use, She proposed to the
glrls to don her evenlng aress, and, on the
first moonllght night, race against the ex-
press, which ran parallel to the mafn ros
for a distance of half a mile. Further than
this, she agreed to wager a new blke that
she would beat the traln.

Her offer was promptly accepted. An
agreement wns made to keep the matter
perfectly quiet, and time tables were sent
for. The girls stodied the schedule of
the rallroad and found that the train was
due to strike the open stretch at 11:50
&t nlght, A ealepdar was then consulted
and a nizht was selected when the moon
would be fnll at that hour.

Bearings were olled, the blke's adjust-
ments were looked after and on the ap-
pointed night they quletly slid Into Miss
Hammond's room, where she got into her
reception gown.

Much giggling and whispering were done
ot Mlss Hommond's expense, but she stuck
firm and got In readiness for the wild mid-
night race.

The party secretly slipped out of the
hotel and In the darkness made thelr way
to the highways, All was as sllent ag the
grave. The palm-fringed roads were de-
serted and even the frogs had ceased their
eroaking. The only sound that broke the
stiliness of the night was the twiterings of
the girls as they tiptoed along to the ap-
pointed spot.

At last they reached It and gat by the
roandelde. They were a lttle ahead of
time.

The moon was now beginning to lllumin-

&te the sleeplng country end ting
scenery In delleate sllvery tracerlos,

The girls were nervous and began te
tope that the train would not come along.
They urged Miss Hammond to go howe,
but gho was out for excitement and de-
termined to have it

Whither It wns because the girls saw
that ehe waz In earnest or because thHey
were by this time gettlng decustomed to
their peculing surroundings Is a question,
but they collected thelr wits and spiritedly
entered Into the novel excltement of the
whole thing.

Wagers were mnde among themselves
that Miss Hammond econld not beat the
tradn, and Iostantly taken.

Two of the girls were sent nlong the high-
way to the termlnus of the desighated
course, to pet ns Judges, The rest of the
girls stretehed themgelves. ant along the
traek to do plcket duty and witness the
fulr racer as she gped by.

Presently the falnt rumblings of the ap-
proaching traln was heard. Watchos were
got out. They polnted to twelve minutes
to twelve, The traln was: ons time: The
maon: was full and the higlway wns eclear,

Now. for the start! Mlss Hammond
maunted her wheel. Two of the glrls held
her steady. She had plotied op her long

skirts so they would not get caught in the
wheal,

the

L}

Hor face was set, but she was Inwardly
territily excited. She nfterward sald that
ench palpotation of her heart felt llke the
drop of a gledgehnmmer,

Thete was o breathiless gllence for a
momeént while the traln sped up. The Lends
light flashied upon the group of girls, and
the short, shnrp sereech of the whistle In-
dleated that the engineer's eye had caught
the strange spectacle.

In an Instant It was beslde them.

“Push me off,"" crled Miss Hammond, atid
the mext moment sho was speeding ke
a buge white sea gull beside the fiying
trafn.

How those fect flew round! The wheels,
under the nervous, exclted pusH, seemed to
take wing, ns fence post after fence post
wig pasged.

Tho llght from her lamp appeared ke
a dlamond skimming over the ground, and
the lace wrap she had thrown over her
shoulders stralghtened out behind her on
the alr,

The engineer and the fireman leaned out
of the eab window and encouragsd her on
fig the snorts froin the panting engine be-
came shorter nnd quleker,

An elglith of a mile passed, and she was
still nlongside the enginse, -

Now ghe was opposite the coweatcher.
Could she pnss it! Fuster flew the pedals
and ghe could see she was gninlog. Bhe
did not feel the paln of her bare feet press-
Ing so hnrd sguinst the pedals.

Low over the handlebars she bent, In oua
lnst ‘supreme effort to pass the engine's flag
posts. She eould sec the glrlg at the ter-
minus of the course, now only a short way
ahoad.

Slowly she crept up along the engine,
passing the cab, now the driving wheels,
then the flag posts, and finally, when the
glrl Judges were only ten feet In front of
her she possed thoe cowcatcher. Sho had
won the racel 1o il

Bioted with vletory, but completely ex-
bausted, Milss Haommond eand her compans
lotis sturted to go home, but were met on
the road by a brigade from the hotel with
Innterns angd tin horns.

One of the girls had glven away the ge-
cret to one of the young men guests, and
he bad made up a party to quietly watch
the race, bur they were too lute,

Miss Hammond won the bleyele, and also
the distinetion of belng the only lady wno
has ever raced with a railroad train, te
gay nothing of her novel riding costume,

=
The pretty Boston society gitl who proved that she. could bike as well as tead

Emefson and quote Ibsen. - - Fo, ifid
v . i l : J \
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